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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY _

~ This materisl contains information offecting the National Dafenss: of: the United States within the meaning of tho - Eipi ouqo Laws, Titis 18, US.C .hu; .
.1 end M the trensmission or nnlohon of -hu:h in any menner to an vnavthonized perton s prohibited by law, . S -
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CONFIDENTIAL - ™"""""No' FOREIGH DISSEM

COUNTRY  SOUTH -V IETNAM _ REPORT NO 'TDdS-3/ 547 ,672 .

SUBJECT . PLANS FOR A.COUP. D'ETAT IN. CENTRAL  DATEDISTR. 18 wav 1963
VAETNAM .BY THE REFORMED VNQDD _ .
: PRECEDENCE ROUT INE

DATE OF o REFERENCES | CIN Yy apy
INFO. EARLY - MAY: 1963 : - 61

;‘A‘,S‘Aéo VIETNAM, -SALGON (13 mAv 1963)

il ~ FIELD REPORTNO. rFvs 8959 . 2
- THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION. SOURCE GRADINGS ARE-DEFINITIVE, APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE, 1
SOURCE

APPRAISAL: iT. 1S PROBABLY TRUE. THAT ‘THE.VNQDD IS BEING REFORMEGCS ITS CAPAEBILITIES
N CENTRAL .V {ETNAM CANNOT. BE .JUDGED.

—— a .)
' SHORTLY AFTER THE 8 MAY 1963 INCIDENT IM HUL, Nu‘YEN VAN

-Luc RECEIVED A PLAN FOR A coup D'ETAT IN C£N1R+ vnvwmw * FROM THE
'CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE CENTRAL VIETNAM THOAT. x&c PHON: TRAO o
(TXPT) COMMENT.. TXPT DOES NOT TRANSLATL MCAN1NuFULLY
JNTO ENGLISH. THOAT HAS THE CONNGTATION OF @oINa OUT INMIND AND
SPIRIT; XAC MEANS BODY,1.E,, PHYSICALLY, PHONG TRAO MEANS MOVFMENT

. THUS, THE MQYEMENT OF ‘MIND,. SPIRIT, AND BODY MIGHT BE ONE TRANSLATJON,?

" A BETTER ONE WOULD BE VN@DD.) - THE TXPT HAS BEEN DEVELOPIMA SIM: 3

. V) ETNAM. QUOC .DAN DANG :(YNQDD} VIETNAMESE NATIONAL 3T PARY
= -1958 F R@M THE . A? PART]CU[ARLY’ THOSE ELEMENTS N CENTRM VIETNAM,
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THE VNQDD STRONbHOLD '%HE fXPf hLTdOUGH COMJOaru tNTiRLLY OF FORMER
'VNQDD MEMBERS WAS ESTABLISHtD ESSEN:IALLV A8 A BUDDniaT ASSOCIATION
:AND HAS‘BEEN LEGALLY ENuAGED IN CIViL AND SOCIAL ACIIVITIES SINCE
ITS FORMATION CLANDESTINE PO[ITICAL ORG‘L!7A|lUH HAS PRCC EDED

FOR THE PURPOSE Oof DEVELOPINu NEW, TOUNGER LEADSRS, AND OF DERY 1HG
THE OLDER PASSIVE TENETS OF BUDDHISM AS WELL &5 VAL OLOER LEADERS

OF THE VNQDD, THE ULTIMAIE INTENT BEING A :¢|7 L12ED PLvO!UisONAR:
SPIRIT (FIELD COMMENT LuC 1S THE FATHER AHD ACCOMPLICE OF NGUYEH
VAN CU, ONE OF THE Two PlLOTw WHO SOMBED TEE TS IULATIAL S ALALE

ON 27 FEBRUARY 1962.)

2. THE TXPT CENTRAL COMMITTEE REMINDED LUC THAT THE ORGAMI-
ZATION WAS IN A POSITION TO HANDLE A COUF ACTION IN CEMTRAL ¥IETHAM
vngFFECfIVELY,'POINf?NG OUT THAT THOSE MILITARY UNITS NOT CONTROLLED
f_chLp BE NEQ%RALIZ;D AND THAT THE AIR BASE A% DA HANG COULD BE

B A Rt PP

" CONTROLLED THROUGH THE AIR FORCE. THE COMMITYEE STATED THAT, AFTER
o, THE ANT | -BUDDHIST ACTIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT, THE PEOPLE WERE READY
" 'FOR AN UPRISING. BY TAKING NGO DINH CAN AND ARCHSISHOF NGO DINH
THUC INTO CUSTODY AND BY GAINING MILITARY COLTROL OVER THUA THIEH
~ AND QUANG™NAM PROVINCES, SUCCESS COULD BE ASSURED IN CENTRAL VIETNAM.
.THIS WOULD PLACE THE TXPT IN A POSITION OF USING PRESIDERT DIEM'S
| :TACTICQ OF NEGOTIATIONS AGAINST HIM, I.E., HAVING GAINED CONTROL
OVER’ CENTRAL VITETNAM , THEY. WOULD OFFER TO NEGOTIATE WITH DIEM
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AND AT THE SAME TlME THEY WOULD BE'MOUNIII coup AGA!NST THE
REGIME IN SA1GON, WHICH WOULD TAKE PLACE NO LATER THAN THREE DAYS
AFTER THE ONE IN CENTRAL VlETNAM
3. Luc SENT A TRUSTED FOLLOWER, ONE VIET ) TO SAIGON 70 DISCUSS
THE PLAN WITH AN OPPOSITIONIST SYMPATHIZER AND oev HIS VIEWPOINT.
VIET WAS ADVISED TO TELL LUC THAT ANY SUCH ACTION WAS PRECIPITATE
AND DANGEROUS ALTHOUGH I'T WAS PROBABLY TRUE |Ha| THE FORMER VNQDD
" MEMBERS IN CENTRAL VIETNAM HAD THE POWER CLAIMED, A CouP THERE
| WITHQUT SlMULTANEOUS AGTION IN SAIGON, WOULD LEAVE A VACUUM WH I CH
THE VIE%.CGNG (vc) chLb IMMEDIA%ELY USE TO THEIR OWN ADVAN%AGE.
vC REAc%IbN'PRbéABLY onLD %AKE THE FbRM oF GAINING coN%ROL OF ALL
AREAS' NOT EFFECTIVELY CONTROLLED BY THE COUP GROUP, WITH THE:

' ULTIMATE POSSIBILITY OF PARTITIONING CENTRAL VltTNAM, OF BEING IN A
POSITION TO FORM A REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT, AND FINALLY, OF BE!NG
ABLE TO CALL FOR NEGOTIATIONS. THEMSELVES ACCORDING TO VIET, THIS
FOLLOWED LUC'S THINK NG, PARTICULARLY BECAUSE HIS FOLLOWERS WERE Nof
IN A POSIT]ON:TQ ACT IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE COUNTRY. VIET

{ THOUGHT THAT'LUC WOULD INSTRUCT THE TXPT CENTRAL COMMITTEE IN.
| CENTRAL VIETNAM TO TAKE NO ACTION AT THIS TIME, AND THAT LUC'S
ADVICE WOULD BE ACCEPTED.
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